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In the Recalling, They/We Realize Our Filthiness 

Isaiah 64: 1-7 

Facilitator: Minister Erick Scipio 
 

I. Historical Background and Biblical Context 

There are moments in life when people finally stop long enough to see 
themselves honestly before God. In Isaiah 64, Israel has reached that moment. 

Through reflection and recalling God’s faithfulness, they begin to realize how 
far they have drifted spiritually. The more they remember God’s holiness and 
power, the more they recognize their own sinfulness and need for grace. At the 

center of this realization is Isaiah 64:6, where the people confess that even 
their righteousness is like “filthy rags” before a holy God. This lesson shows 

us that real restoration begins when pride breaks, reflection becomes honest, 
and people finally realize how much they truly need God. 

In Isaiah 64, the people of Judah are dealing with the consequences of years of 

rebellion against God. After ignoring God’s warnings through the prophets, 
Jerusalem was devastated by Babylon, the Temple was destroyed, and the 

people were left broken, humbled, and spiritually exhausted. What once 
represented security, worship, and national identity had now been reduced to 
ruins. Out of that pain, the people begin reflecting on God’s past faithfulness 

and their present spiritual condition. As they cry out for God to move again like 
He did in the days of Moses and Sinai, they also come to a painful realization: 
the real problem is not just what happened around them, but what had been 

happening inside them spiritually all along. Their sin ran deeper than they 
thought, and even their best efforts could not make them righteous before a 

holy God. 

II. The Lesson: In The Recalling, they/we realize our Filthiness 

1. vv. 1–4. Reflection Reveals Our Need for God 

“Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down…” (v.1) 

The chapter opens with desperation. Israel is no longer pretending to be strong, 
self-sufficient, or spiritually healthy. Their suffering has forced them to slow 

down and reflect honestly, and that reflection leads them back to one 
conclusion: We need God. The phrase “rend the heavens” means “tear open 

the sky.” This is not a calm religious prayer or routine worship language; this is 
the cry of broken people who know they cannot rescue themselves anymore. 
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Reflection often exposes how dependent we truly are on God. Sometimes people 
do not realize how much they need Him until life begins falling apart. It may 

take failed plans, broken relationships, disappointment, exhaustion, or 
consequences catching up before people finally recognize that money, status, 

religion, or personal effort cannot heal what is broken inside. Israel finally 
understands that political alliances, religious rituals, and self-effort cannot 
rescue them from spiritual ruin. 

“For when you did awesome things that we did not expect…” (v.3) 

Now they begin recalling God’s power and past faithfulness. They remember 
the Exodus, Mount Sinai, the wilderness, manna from heaven, water from the 

rock, and victories that only God could provide. Reflection matters because 
faith grows stronger when memory grows clearer. Sometimes believers become 

discouraged because they forget what God has already brought them through. 
Recalling God’s faithfulness in previous seasons gives strength to trust Him in 
present struggles. Israel realizes that the same God who moved powerfully 

before is still able to move again. 

2. vv. 5–6a. God’s Holiness Exposes Human Sinfulness 

“But when we continued to sin against them…” (v.5) 

As Israel reflects on God’s holiness and faithfulness, they are forced to confront 
their own sinfulness. Notice the shift in the text. At first, they are talking about 

God’s greatness, power, and mighty acts. But now the conversation becomes 
personal: “We sinned.” That is important because real repentance begins when 
people stop blaming everybody else and start examining themselves honestly 

before God. 

Conviction always increases when people truly encounter God’s holiness. The 

more clearly Isaiah sees God, the more clearly he sees the condition of 
humanity. Reflection has now turned into confession. 

“All of us have become like one who is unclean…” 

This becomes the spiritual breaking point of the chapter. In biblical culture, 
the word “unclean” referred to something contaminated, defiled, and unfit to 
come before holy things. Isaiah is saying that sin has polluted all of humanity. 

Not just the openly rebellious. Not just obvious sinners. All of us. 

This verse destroys spiritual pride because it reminds us that sin is not merely 

about actions; it is a condition of the heart. The closer people get to God’s 
holiness, the more honestly they see themselves. God’s holiness exposes what 
pride tries to hide. Many people think they are righteous because they compare 

themselves to other people, but Isaiah compares humanity to a holy God, and 
beside Him everyone falls short. 
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3. vv. 6a. Human Righteousness Cannot Save Us 

“And all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…” 

This is the heart of the lesson. Isaiah does not just condemn sin; he confronts 
self-righteousness. The people realize that even the good things they relied on 

such as rituals, sacrifices, morality, traditions, and religious performance were 
not enough to make them righteous before a holy God. 

Humanity naturally tries to justify itself. People often say, “I’m a good person,” 

“I do more good than bad,” “I go to church,” or “I help people.” But Isaiah says 
human righteousness alone cannot erase sin. The problem is deeper than 
outward behavior. Sin affects the heart, motives, desires, and nature of 

humanity itself. 

The outward appearance may improve temporarily, but the deeper problem still 

remains. Religion can clean surfaces, but only God can cleanse hearts. This 
verse ultimately points to the need for a righteousness greater than our own. It 
points directly toward Jesus Christ, because where human righteousness fails, 

Christ provides perfect righteousness through grace. 

4. vv. 6b–7. Sin Causes Spiritual Decay & Drift 

“We all shrivel up like a leaf…” 
 “And like the wind our sins sweep us away…” 

Isaiah compares people to dying leaves. Leaves disconnected from the tree 

slowly dry up, lose color, weaken, and eventually fall. That is what sin does 
spiritually. It slowly drains conviction, passion, joy, peace, intimacy with God, 
and spiritual strength. Sin does not always destroy people suddenly; often it 

weakens them gradually over time. 

The imagery of wind sweeping leaves away shows how sin slowly carries people 

farther from God through compromise and drift. Nobody usually plans to drift 
spiritually. It happens little by little through neglected prayer, compromised 
convictions, distractions, hidden sin, bitterness, spiritual laziness, and 

emotional numbness. Over time people wake up spiritually distant from where 
they once were. 

“No one calls on your name…” 

Isaiah realizes the deeper issue is spiritual apathy. The people stopped 
sincerely pursuing God. They had religion without hunger, activity without 

intimacy, and tradition without transformation. They still had outward forms of 
worship, but their hearts had drifted far from God. 
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One of the most dangerous spiritual conditions is not open rebellion, but quiet 
indifference. A person can still attend church, sing songs, quote Scripture, and 

appear religious outwardly while becoming spiritually cold inwardly. Isaiah 
understands that Judah’s greatest problem is not merely external destruction; 

it is internal spiritual deadness. 

The beauty of Isaiah 64 is that the chapter does not stop at guilt. Reflection is 
not meant to produce hopelessness; it is meant to produce repentance and 

dependence on God. The people finally understand: “We cannot save 
ourselves.” And that realization points directly toward Jesus Christ. Where 
human righteousness fails, Christ provides perfect righteousness. Where sin 

contaminates, Christ cleanses. Where humanity drifts, Christ restores. 

III. CONCLUSION 

Isaiah 64 teaches us that revival begins with honest reflection. When people 
truly remember God’s holiness, God’s faithfulness, and their own condition, 
pride begins to break. Sometimes the first step toward restoration is finally 

admitting, “Lord, we cannot save ourselves. We need You.” 

 

 


